HOME SWEET HOME CHECKLIST

You’ve survived moving day, gotten your kids enrolled in school, and have finally unpacked those last few boxes.  Now what?

Now it’s time to play the role of homeowner and keep your house in top form year-round.  Here are monthly reminders courtesy of your Realtor®, Walter S. Sanford.

January

· Get organized.  Review all your warranties and manuals to check on maintenance for your appliances, equipment, and furnace.  Keep track of scheduled upkeep.

· Examine cabinetry and furniture loose knobs, pulls, and hinges.  Check door hinges and lubricate if necessary.

· Shop.  January is a great month for deals on discounted appliances, tools, and home-related products.

February
· Remove drain taps under sinks and clean them thoroughly.  Clean pop-up drain plugs.

· Inspect grout and caulk around tubs, sinks, and showers.  Chip out cracked grout and replace missing grout.

· Refinish furniture in a heated garage or workspace equipped with ventilation fans.

· Call Walter and get the vacation checklist.

March

· Clean the garage.  Hold a garage or yard sale.

· Clean the refrigerator, inside and out, with mild detergent.  Remove all trays and shelves, wash, and allow to dry thoroughly before replacing them.

· After rains have subsided, inspect your basement walls for signs of moisture.  If you detect wetness, run a portable humidifier.  If it persists, contact a professional.

April
· Daylight Savings Time begins on the first Sunday of the month.  Replace the batteries in your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.

· Inspect house and vent screens to your attic or crawl space for tears and bent frames.

· Clean window screens.

· Inspect your home’s exterior for signs of rot or other deterioration.  Check posts, railings, and window sills for soft spots.
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· Examine your outdoor grill.  Remove cooking grills and thoroughly clean them with soapy water and a brass bristle brush.

· Inspect garden hoses for leaks.

May
· Clean gutters.  Flush out debris from downspouts with a garden hose.

· Wash windows, inside and out, using a solution of three tablespoons of sudsy ammonia to one gallon water.  Don’t work in the direct sun – the solution will dry too fast and streak.

· Have your central air-conditioning unit checked, following the recommendations of the unit’s manufacturer.  Replace the filter in the forced-air system.  Clean debris from the condenser or heat pump.

· Remove mineral deposits from faucet aerators and shower heads by soaking parts in white vinegar and scrubbing with an old toothbrush.

· If you have a swimming pool, now’s the time to get it cleaned and inspect and service pool liners and filters.

June
· Clean and seal decks.  Try to go for three consecutive warm, sunny days.  On day one, dry out the deck.  Apply deck cleaner and scrub the deck on the second day and let it dry twenty-four hours.  On the third day, apply deck sealer.

· Hire a certified chimney sweep to inspect and clean the chimneys.  Doing this now allows plenty of time for repairs before the next heating season.

· Wash the exterior of your house using a garden hose and a mild detergent.  Stay away from pressure washers – they force water under the siding that could result in mildew or rot.

· Caulk exterior joints around your windows and doors.

· Inspect and, if needed, repair patio and deck furniture.

· Examine attic fans.

July
· Check all exterior walls for peeling or cracked paint.  If you repaint your house yourself, you can paint just one or two walls a year.  Paint on south and west facing walls deteriorates faster and requires more frequent recoating than north and east facing walls.
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· Inspect brick or masonry siding for cracks or missing mortar.

· Inspect roofing for loose shingles and cracks.

· Check out the operation of your automatic light timers and motion-detector systems.

· Prune trees and shrubs to keep branches from exterior siding.

· Clean and repair cracks in concrete driveways using epoxy patching material.

· Inspect foundation walls for signs of termites, which can usually be detected through tunnels or dirt bridges.  Call an exterminator if you suspect termites.

August
· Check faucets for leaks and replace washers or repair the faucet as necessary.

· Clean underneath your range hood.  Remove and clean or replace range hood filters.

· Plan for your fall remodeling projects.

September
· Shampoo or replace carpets while you can open the windows comfortably.

· Check the heating system.

· Clean and vacuum dust from vents, baseboard heaters, and cold-air returns.

· Watch for end-of-season sales on lawn and garden equipment.

· Inspect storm windows for signs of deterioration and then make necessary repairs.

· Paint interior rooms while you can still leave the windows open.

October
· Detach hoses to prevent damage in freezing temperatures.  Remove all paint, caulk, and liquid materials from garage or garden sheds.

· Inspect weather-stripping and replace if necessary.

· Set thermostats and automatic sprinklers for winter.

· Clean gutters once leaves have fallen.

· When you change your clocks back to Standard Time, change the batteries in your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.

· Check gauges on home fire extinguishers to ensure a full charge.

November
· Inspect automatic garage door opener and lubricate.  Make sure all bolts and screws are properly tightened and secured.
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· Check for leaks in your washing machine.  Pay special attention to the water supply hose washers.

· Clean dishwasher, trash compactor, and countertop appliances.

December
· Check inside bath vanities and kitchen sink cabinets for moisture and other signs of leaks.  Carefully inspect pipes for condensation or slow drips.  Repair the plumbing if necessary.

· Review your family’s fire escape plan.

· Unpack and test all electrical holiday decorations.
