NEIGHBORHOOD SELECTION CHECKLIST

(   Excellent    ○   Good    ◊   Poor
	Economics

	(
	○
	◊
	Is the general price range affordable?

	(
	○
	◊
	Are most of the homes in the same general price range?  The resale value of a relatively expensive home tends to be pulled down if surrounded by lower priced homes and vice versa.

	(
	○
	◊
	How are the taxes compared with other areas?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there an anticipated increase in property taxes, special assessments, or bonds for treatment plants, sewers, sidewalks, new schools, etc.?  Check with the local planning department.

	Transportation

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there convenient transportation to work?  

	(
	○
	◊
	What is the distance to the nearest freeway or expressway?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there public transportation available nearby?  Bus?  Streetcar?  Subway?  Rail?

	Neighborhood Character

	(
	○
	◊
	Is the neighborhood established?  New?  Modern?  Old?  Mixed?  Casual?  Formal?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there a general attractiveness of the homes?

	(
	○
	◊
	Are the homes and yards well cared for?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there a leash law for pets?
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	Neighborhood Character, continued….

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there an attractive natural setting?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is the zoning consistent with your intended use?  Single family?  Multi-family?  Mixed?  Does it allow use of part of the home for business or professional purposes?

	(
	○
	◊
	How many homes in the neighborhood are rented rather than owner occupied?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there an unusual number of “For Sale” signs in the neighborhood?  Are there numerous vacant homes?  If so, ask why.

	(
	○
	◊
	Is the average income high?  Upper middle?  Lower middle?  Low?  

	(
	○
	◊
	Is the predominant age group young?  Middle-aged?  Retired?  Varied?

	(
	○
	◊
	Are there predominantly people of compatible interests and background?  Try to meet some people in the neighborhood, and ask what they like/dislike about the community.

	(
	○
	◊
	Are the streets busy or quiet?

	(
	○
	◊
	Are there hazardous traffic patterns?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there a square grid-iron street pattern or curved streets with circles or courts?


Neighborhood Selection Checklist

Page 3

	Education

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there availability of day care?  Nurseries?  Pre-school programs?

	(
	○
	◊
	What is the distance to the schools?  Elementary?  Middle school?  High school?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there availability to private schools?  If so, what is the distance?

	(
	○
	◊
	Are there colleges nearby?

	(
	○
	◊
	What is the quality of the local schools?  Check with the local superintendent on class size, classes offered, state test results, etc.  

	Shopping Facilities

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there shopping convenient to your home?  A major shopping center?  Central business district?  Neighborhood stores?

	Health Facilities

	(
	○
	◊
	What is the distance to the nearest major hospital?

	(
	○
	◊
	What is the distance to clinics, medical, and dental centers?

	Recreational Facilities

	(
	○
	◊
	Are there bike trails?  Walking trails?  Swimming facilities?  Tennis?  Golf?  Bowling?  Racquetball?  Squash?  Basketball?  Volleyball?  Hockey?  Baseball?  Soccer?  Football?  Boating?  Water skiing?  Sailing?  Fishing?  Horseback riding?  Hunting?  Skiing?  Other?
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	Culture and Entertainment

	(
	○
	◊
	Are there venues for musical performances?  Theaters?  Museums?  Libraries?  Sports arenas?  Night life?  DSL/Cable availability?

	Religion

	(
	○
	◊
	What houses of worship are nearby?  Is there one of my faith nearby?

	Utilities and Public Services

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there natural gas, butane, or propane?

	(
	○
	◊
	Are the power lines underground or exposed?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there municipal water or wells?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there a public sewer system or septic?

	(
	○
	◊
	What is the water quality and water pressure?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is the street lighting adequate?

	(
	○
	◊
	Are the storm sewers functioning adequately?  Check with neighbors about any flooding during heavy rains.

	(
	○
	◊
	What is the frequency of trash pick up?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there snow removal?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there street maintenance?
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	Utilities and Public Services, continued….

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there police and fire protection nearby?  Check with your insurance company.  Inadequate service is reflected in higher insurance rates.

	Negative Features

	(
	○
	◊
	Are there odors or smog from nearby industry?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there noise from airplanes, trains, traffic, schools, playgrounds, industry?

	(
	○
	◊
	Are there objectionable restrictions by an association of home owners?

	(
	○
	◊
	Are there hazardous traffic patterns?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there a hazardous flood area?

	(
	○
	◊
	Is there a history of mud slides?


