CONSTRUCTION CHECKLIST
(   Satisfactory     ○  Unsatisfactory
Exterior

( 
  ○
Check for large cracks, potholes, and raised sections in paved surfaces, including

driveways and sidewalks.  These should be properly filled and sealed by a qualified paving contractor.  Asphalt surfaces, in particular, are quite susceptible to deterioration from water, as well as from gasoline and oil drippings.  Also look for raised sections in sidewalks caused by tree roots.

( 
  ○
Make sure water drains away from the house.  Check for puddles against the

foundation after heavy rains.
( 
  ○
Patios and porches should be sloping away from the house.  Check by using a

marble.
( 
  ○
Watch for paint failure.  Check for cracking, peeling, blistering, or bare spots.  The

most important function of exterior paint is to seal out moisture and to protect structural wood members within the walls.
( 
  ○
Check for large cracks and crumbling mortar joints in exterior walls and fireplace

chimneys.

( 
  ○
Make sure earth filled structures (patios, porches, planters, steps, etc.) are not in

contact with and extending above foundation walls.
Gutters and Downspouts

( 
  ○
Check if the roof overhang is sufficient.

( 
  ○
Check for leaves and silt in gutters.  When gutters become clogged, overflowing

water finds its way into joints, causing paint failure and decay.

( 
  ○
Check for holes and excessive rust inside gutters.  Sagging gutters should be

refastened to provide proper run-off.

( 
  ○
Check downspouts for loose connections, loose mounting brackets, and rust holes.
( 
  ○
Downspouts generally empty onto cement splash blocks, directing water away

from the house.  However, wherever possible, downspouts should empty directly into a drainage system, especially on level lots and in areas that become icy and slippery during the winter.
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Roof

( 
  ○
Check for water stains on underside of roof or on ceilings, a possible sign of

present or past leaks.  Be suspicious of a ceiling that has recently been painted.  If there are signs of bulging plaster on ceilings, press a broom handle against the ceiling to see if there is any give.

( 
  ○
Flat Roofs: check for delaminated spots, cracks, or blisters.  Do not disturb or step

on blisters.  If bare wood shows through anywhere, the roof needs to be resurfaced.

( 
  ○
Asphalt Shingle Roofs: check for missing shingles or shingles with broken tabs or

curled up corners.  Shingles should extend beyond the edge of roof.

( 
  ○
Wood Shingle Roofs: check for missing, bowed, split, or rotted shingles, especially

under overhanging branches.  Shingles should extend beyond edge of roof.
( 
  ○
Cement and Adobe Tile Roofs: check for broken or missing tiles which should be

replaced.  Otherwise, such roofs are fairly permanent.

( 
  ○
Check metal flashings (see description below) at roof ridge, roof edge and all roof

penetrations for water tight seals at the juncture of the roof and vertical surfaces (chimneys, plumbing vents, flues, ventilators, air conditioning equipment, TV satellite, skylights, etc.).  Openings can be sealed with asphalt coating.

( 
  ○
Check for rust holes in metal flashings.  Check painted metal flashings for 

deterioration, especially on older buildings.  A “flashing” is a piece of material, usually metal or composition, used to deflect water from places where two materials join or form angles.

( 
  ○
A sagging roof ridge may be an indication of rafter decay.
Attic

( 
  ○
Check for water stains on underside of roof, a possible sign of present or past

leaks, or of excessive moisture.

( 
  ○
Make sure attic has proper ventilation (eave vents, ridge vents, gable vents, and

roof vents).
( 
  ○
Check for small holes in unfinished wood with sawdust underneath.
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Crawl Space

( 
  ○
Make sure soil in crawl space is above level of surrounding ground.

( 
  ○
Crawl space should have at least 18 inch clearance.
( 
  ○
Crawl space should have at least four vents located near corners.

( 
  ○
Check for termite shelter tubes on foundations concrete footings or pipes.

( 
  ○
Check for stumps or wood debris in crawl space, a possible bait for termites.
( 
  ○
Soil areas in crawl space should be covered with a vapor barrier, such as

polyethylene film.

Basement and Garage

( 
  ○
Watch for signs of excessive settling: slanted floors, large cracks in walls,

foundations, garage floors, or driveways.  Most new buildings settle to some extent within the first twelve months or so, causing hairline cracks in walls, foundations, and concrete floors.  Cracks of this nature are normal and do not usually affect the structural soundness of the house.

( 
  ○
All structural wood members, including mudsills, must be above soil level.
( 
  ○
Check for posts and other wood embedded in concrete.

( 
  ○
Watch for signs of excessive moisture in basement: water stains along basement

walls or foundations.

( 
  ○
Check for termite shelter tubes on foundations, concrete footings, or pipes.
( 
  ○
Make sure clothes dryer is vented to the outside.

( 
  ○
Check garage doors for ease of operation.  Roll up doors should stay in position.

With overhead doors, check pivot points for excessive wear, usually caused by lack of regular lubrication.
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Windows and Doors

( 
  ○
Check if caulking around windows, doors, and joints has been maintained.

( 
  ○
Check window and door trim for paint failure.
( 
  ○
Check for sagging doors and decayed door frames.

( 
  ○
Check for free functioning of all door locks and catches, including sliding glass

doors.

( 
  ○
Check for proper fitting of weather stripping, storm windows, and screens.  Count

them to make sure they are complete.
( 
  ○
Check for excessive warping.

( 
  ○
Sliding Aluminum Windows: check for easy movement, check catches.

( 
  ○
Crank-out Aluminum Windows: check for easy operation, make sure they close

snugly and even from top to bottom.
( 
  ○
Double-hung Wooden Windows: make sure they open and close easily and remain

in any partially open position.  Check for wood decay.

Kitchen and Bathrooms

( 
  ○
Check for signs of plumbing leaks around and under sink, toilets, showers,

bathtubs, and lavatories.

( 
  ○
Check if caulking is intact around sink, showers, tubs, and lavatories.

